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PLANT PESTS AND DISEASES (ERADICATION FUNDS) AMENDMENT BILL 2003 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr F.M. Logan (Parliamentary Secretary), and read a first time.   

Second Reading 
MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.34 pm]:  I move - 

That the Bill be now read a second time.   

The Plant Pests and Diseases (Eradication Funds) Act 1974 provides for the imposition of compulsory 
contributions on growers of grain and seed to fund the eradication, or the prevention of spread, of skeleton weed 
and certain plant diseases and the eradication of resistant grain insects.  It is administered by the Agriculture 
Protection Board, in consultation with the grains and seeds industries.  The Act also provides for growers whose 
crops or produce are destroyed in the course of steps taken to eradicate or prevent the spread of skeleton weed, or 
the relevant plant diseases, to be compensated for the loss incurred.  The principal current use of the Act is to 
raise most of the funds necessary for the operation of the skeleton weed eradication program.   

Contributions imposed under the Act are set annually by His Excellency, the Governor, on the recommendation 
of the minister and the APB.  The Act ensures that any contributions are set at the level necessary to fund only 
the planned operational program.  It does not allow the accumulation of contingency funds for unspecified 
purposes.  All payments from funds collected under the Act’s authority currently require the approval of the 
APB.   

The Government previously agreed to the industry’s request that the Act be replaced in order to modernise its 
provisions and to significantly increase grower autonomy in associated decision making.  It is proposed that the 
replacement legislation be more generic so that it has the potential to apply to any pest or disease of the 
broadacre grains and seeds industries. 

New legislation is being drafted and will be introduced as soon as possible.  However, extensive consultation 
with industry is necessary and this will not be completed in time to permit consideration by Parliament prior to 
the existing Act’s expiry on 31 October 2003.  Therefore, so as not to leave the grains and seeds industries 
without a suitable mechanism in the interim, and so as to obviate further calls on the parliamentary process in 
respect of short extensions, the Bill will remove the expiry provision of the current Act.  This will allow it to 
continue to operate until the new legislation commences.  I commend the Bill to the House.   

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.L. Bradshaw.   
 


